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PITTSBURGH—Many commercial, industrial, and residential buildings throughout Western Pennsylvania would 
benefit from comprehensive energy upgrades to replace out-of-date and inefficient lighting, water, heating, 
and other systems. However, the upfront cost of these projects is often prohibitive for building owners and 
developers, despite the long-term cost savings and decreased energy usage.  

In an effort to solve the financing dilemma that prevents many of these widely-beneficial projects from 
getting off the ground for existing structures and new construction, State Senator John Blake (D-
Lackawanna) introduced S.B. 1069, the PennSTAR—Sustainable Technology Assistance for Retrofits—Act. 
The bill lays the groundwork for counties and municipalities to create Property Assessed Clean Energy 
(PACE) financing programs.  

PACE financing allows business owners, contractors, and private investors to arrange long-term loans that 
are repaid through the property taxes on a building, allowing for limited or no upfront cost for the business. 
The inclusion of loan payments in the building’s property taxes relegates responsibility of payment to the 
current owner of the building for the duration of the loan.  

The property tax mechanism, which is administered by local governments, is attractive to the business 
owner, who is not forced to tie up valuable capital or be bound to a property for an extended period, as 
well as the investor, who can count on regular payments towards the loan. The all-around incentives of the 
PACE program have made it a popular plan that has been authorized in 32 states and the District of 
Columbia. 

Western PA NECA, in conjunction with the Penn-Del-Jersey Chapter, supports this legislation as an important 
step forward in providing tools that will spur development and conserve energy around the state. In 
October, the PA NECA chapters sent a joint letter to State Representatives and Senators applauding 
Senator Blake’s efforts and urging legislators to pass the bill as expediently as possible. 
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http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2015&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=1069
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About Western Pennsylvania NECA 

For over 65 years, the Western Pennsylvania Chapter of 
NECA has provided its members with an effective agency 

through which to express their collective voice on 
issues affecting the electrical construction industry. 
Today the chapter represents qualified, reliable, and 

experienced contractors throughout 
Western Pennsylvania. We represent the very best the 

electrical world has to offer. 
 

This chapter serves its members through Labor 
Relations, Educational Services, Safety Training, 
Government Affairs, Marketing, Public Relations, 

Convention/Electrical Industry Exposition, Technical 
Services and what we feel is an overall creation of a 

better business environment.   
!  

Our Purpose:  To Provide Superior Service to the Best Union Electrical Contractors 
Our Mission:  Enhance, Promote, and Represent the Electrical Construction Industry 
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